
The Department of Visual Arts

The Marta Chapman 
Memorial Foundation
          of theQuinlan Visual Arts Center
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Unidad en Comunidad 

Unity    
Celebrating the rich palette of colors that is us
Celebrando la vivida paleta de colores que somos

www.gainesvillehousing.org/PAPAH

Public Art

We proposed it. We planned it. We implemented it.

May we show you around?

With Community Partners:



 
It’s proven that art enhances students’ problem-solving skills, social skills, 
and performance in others subjects such as math and writing. 
         Also, students gain confidence in themselves through involvement 

in an ongoing arts program.1

         In that spirit, we proposed and then implemented an initiative for 

our residents called Public Arts in Public/Affordable Housing, 

(PAPAH). PAPAH is a commitment from Midtown Villages and com-

munity partners to extend visual arts into some of Gainesville’s lower-in-

come areas, bringing many opportunities: more art classes, more public 

art, more exhibitions and an upscale atmosphere found in such artful 

places as downtown Decatur or Atlanta.

        The new Melrose Art and Activity Center (“the MAC”) 

is set to go with art classes, exhibitions and numerous creative engage-

ments, as soon as the pandemic is behind us.

       The PAPAH initiative is presented by partners such as The Univer-

sity of North Georgia Department of Visual Arts, The Quinlan Visual Arts 

Center, Collaborative Housing Solutions, The North Georgia Community 

Foundation/Marta Chapman Memorial Foundation and the Gainesville 

Housing Authority. Together, we are committed to fostering a ‘culture of creativity’ in our community to help resi-

dents envision, plan and build better lives. 

    Our theme is “Unity in Community: Celebrating the Unique Palette of Colors That Is Us.” 

1The Brookings Institution, from a 2019 study of 10,548 K-12 students,www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2019/02/12/new-evidence-of-the-benefits-of-arts-educa-

tion/

“We find that a substantial increase in arts educational experiences 

has remarkable impacts on students’ academic, social, 

and emotional outcomes.”

The Brookings Institution 
from a 2019 study of 10,548 K-12 students

www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2019/02/12/new-evidence-of-the-benefits-of-arts-education/ 

The goal is 
to inspire 
residents 
and foster 
a creative 
community 
atmosphere!

Why art? Art Works!

“Personally art helps me to not talk about my self negatively. 

It helps me to interact and socialize with others.”

Melrose Resident, age 12
Resident at Midtown Villages at Melrose

Midtown Villages at Melrose campus 
during construction in 2020.



      =

Counterclockwise from left: 2 lithographs, giclee print of 
Oconee Vista; Giclee print of flowers: Tree of Life sculpture, 
Raising the bar sculpture.

   Gregory Johnson

Born in Chicago and now living in Cumming, 
Gregory Johnson is a multi-discipline artist who 
sculpts, but also paints and makes prints. His 
works are found in 1500 collections located in 
over 44 States and seven countries in prestigious 
corporations, museums, institutions and private 
collections. To see more of his work:
www.moderngj.com
www.gregoryjohnson.biz

artist
Meet the ‘Unity in Community’ artists!

The PAPAH strategy
• CREATE MORE MURALS, DESIGNED AND PAINTED BY RESIDENTS 
We will continue the mural work along ‘the great wall’ on Pearl Nix Parkway. We have already led residents 
in painting three large murals and still there is room for a dozen more murals. The interaction between young 
artists and community artists, teachers and friends has already resulted in great things, including some of 
these kids now in college!

• ADD INSPIRING SCULPTURES ON OUR CAMPUSES
The Melrose community center will house its own collection of artwork and several large sculptures on the 
Melrose campus. Four additional sculptures will be installed during 2021, loaned from the University of North 
Georgia’s Sculpture Department’s students. 

• USE AN ARTS-FOCUSED (STEAM) EDUCATION MODEL
We will implement a STEAM-based (Science,Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) approach, with a focus 
on solutions-based, critical thinking and creative ways to communicate, learn and explore using the visual 
arts as a proven platform. We will possiblly add satellite exhibits and/or classes or memberships from the 
Quinlan Visual Arts Center. The Marta Chapman Memorial Foundation will help by funding stipends for local 
art instructors to teach free classes at the center.

Midtown Villages at Melrose (formerly Melrose Homes Apartments) is an upscale, revitalized multi-cam-
pus property with 200 public housing and affordable apartments, created in partnership by Collaborative 
Housing Solutions and the Gainesville Housing Authority. 

To learn more about PAPAH and area public arts:
www.gainesvillehousing.org/papah
www.vision2030.org
the-big-ideas/public-art/ 

PAPAH Advisory Committee
• Jeffery Repko, Sculptor, Chair of Sculpture 
   Dept. UNG
• Frank Norton, Artist, Entrepreneur, Chair of 
   VISION 2030 Public Arts
• Craig Wilson, Artist, Head of Art 
  Foundations, UNG
• Beth Brown, Executive Director, GHA
• Nancy Barbosa, Artist, forming the Latino 
   Arts Coalition
• Richelle Patton, President, Collaborative 
  Housing Solutions
• Nairika Cornett, Executive Director, Quinlan 
  Visual Arts Director 
 • Jim Chapman, Project Coordinator GHA

More about our partners
• Collaborative Housing Solutions
www.collaborativehousingsolutions.com
• University of North Georgia Dept of Visual Arts
ung.edu/visual-arts/
• Gainesville Housing Authority
www.gainesvillehousing.org/
• VISION 2030 (Gainesville/Hall Co)
www.vision2030.org/
•VISION 2030 Public Arts (Gainesville/Hall Co)
www.vision2030.org/the-big-ideas/public-art/
• North Georgia Community Foundation
www.ngcf.org/
•Quinlan Visual Arts Center
www.quinlanartscenter.org/

Installed in the fall 
of 2020 at 824 Davis 
Street, Gainesville

Installed in the fall of 2020 at the 
corner of Pearl Nix Parkway and 
Queen City Parkway, Gainesville



   

artist
   Bob White

is an award-winning, Gainesville-based artist whose work can be found in numerous collections. 
Widely known for his fine portrait work, Bob stepped outside his studo in Midtown to paint this rainy 
view near the Gainesville Depot. Bob is an artist/member of the Blue Angel Studio in Gainesville and 
is supportive of numerous institutions and educational offerings. 

artist
   Mary Frances Hull
 
is an artist and art teacher who has developed her skill sets in the areas of stained glass, mosaic, paint-
ing and sculpting. She is the former resident artist at the Quinlan Visual Arts Center in Gainesville GA. 
Her art has taken her from the mountains of Appalachia to the deserts of New Mexico, to the beaches of 
Pawleys Island, South Carolina and currently in the cozy hills of Georgia. She has multiple commercial 
projects installed throughout the United States. Mary is a Certified Art Material Professional (CAMP test-
ed). First and for most, she considers herself a Mosaic artist working with glass and tile. Her specialties 
include restoration of antique frames and broken sculpture. 
www.linkedin.com/in/mary-frances-hull-44322332

artist
   R.A. Miller

is considered one of giants of American folk art and he is usually mentioned alongside the folk artist Howard 
Finister. The late Rabbittown resident R.A. Miller began painting on old metal gutters that he beat flat and 
then cut out shapes to paint them with simple figures.
A Baptist preacher, Miller’s work often included the words “Lord Love you.” as seen in two of the works 
above. His artwork is collected across the country in galleries and museums, including the Birmingham Mu-
seum of Art, the Archives of American Art at the Smithsonian Institute, the Morris Museum of Art in Augusta, 
Georgia, the Kentucky Folk Art Center and the Museum of International Folk Art in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
He has been included in major exhibitions across the country, including Passionate Visions of the American 
South at the New Orleans Museum of Art from October 23, 1993 - January 30, 1994.
The Athens band R.E.M. shot a music video on Miller’s hilltop on the old Cornelia Highway near White Sul-
phur Elementary School, where Miller lived. These works were generously donated by Durwood Pepper. 



artist
      Jamaal Barber  

was born in Virginia and raised in Littleton, North Carolina. 
His fine art can be seen on display at the ZuCot Gallery. It 
has also been included in the Decatur Arts Festival, Atlanta 
Print Biennial Show and at various art shows around the 
Metro Atlanta area. Additionally, Jamaal has done print work 
for Black Art in America and Emory University.
In 2004, Jamaal moved to Atlanta, GA where he now re-
sides with his wife and two children. 
Jamaal describes his work: “My art makes social commen-
tary about black life and black identity. I explore all aspects 
of black life in America from the nostalgic reverence of small 
town, southern life to the societal forces that shape modern 
urban life across the country. Figures in my art are carved 
and printed in relief with added layers of texture by screen 
printing patterns and colors to support the narratives. My 
aim is to create a new kind of propaganda to spread mes-
sages that speak to all aspects of black life.”
To see more of his work, visit barberstudio.com

artist
Elizabeth Stockton

lives in Atlanta and has many Gainesville ties, includ-
ing her support of the Elachee Nature Science Center.  
She has had gallery shows at One Museum Mile in 
NYC and Rohm Gallery, New Orleans, LA, among 
other select sites.
Her work is included in numerous public and private 
collections, including Cushman Wakefield in Atlanta, 
GA, Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA and Fearings, The Ritz 
Carlton, Dallas, TX, among others.
She earned a BFA degree in Graphic Design at the 
University of Georgia in 1981. 
Elizabeth often uses words in her paintings, and 
often ‘the words make a statement beyond their literal 
meaning.’  
In her Narrative series of work (such as this paint-
ing), a variation of paintings that are starkly readable 
emerged. Instead of purposefully illegible words, the 
prose takes a bold stance addressing the human con-
dition, and social issues. The viewer is almost forced 
to read the words, as they are so pronounced within 
these paintings.
To see more of her work, visit elizabethstockton.com

artist
   Craig Marshal Wilson 

was born in Georgia in 1973 and was raised in Cum-
ming received a BFA from the University of Georgia 
and earned an MFA at the University of Maryland, 
College Park, in 2002. He now resides in Dahlone-
ga, Georgia, and teaches Drawing and Painting at 
the University of North Georgia. He exhibits his art 
on the national level as well as curating and jurying 
exhibitions. 
He is also actively involved in the local community’s 
music scene, plays banjo at his church, and is a 
board member for the Georgia Pick & Bow School 
of Traditional Music, which teaches music to the 
region’s young people.
To see more of his work, 
visit: www.craigwilsonart.com

artist
   Sharon Farkus

is a Gainesville-based artist who 
currently works in oil, painting a variety 
of still lifes and landscapes. She is a 
popular teacher and her award-winning 
work has been featured in the Quinlan 
Visual Arts Center and the Georgia 
State Capitol Building, among other se-
lect venues. She also is a member of 
the Blue Angel Studios in Gainesville.
To see more of her work, 
 visit: www.sharonfarkas.com/



   

   

artist

artist
     Ronnie Ray Speight (at left)

Ronnie Ray Speight was born in Ybor City, 
Florida. He holds a BFA from Ringling Col-
lege of Art & Design, and a Masters degree 
in Art Education. He has taught art in public 
schools to elementary age children since 
2000. Ron continues to paint and exhibit his 
work in numerous regional shows, including 
ATHICA, Piedmont College Galleries, The 
Quinlan and the Monroe-Walton Center for 
the Arts. Ron lives in Winder, Georgia with 
his wife, Diane and their two cats.

artist
 
    Larry Griffith (at right)

is an award-winning photographer who lives and works in 
the Gainesville area. Previously a photojournalist in the 
newspaper industry, and then went on to open his own 
photo studio, Light Sources, Inc. in Gainesville. Today he 
shoots photos for numerous industries, non-profits and local 
agencies, as well as pursuing his personal work. His photo 
in this exhibition is of Lake Lanier in Hall County.
To see more of his work, see lsiphoto.com

-

artist

artist
 
  Judy Bynum George 

taught at the college level, 
including LSU-Alexandria, 
LA, and Truett-McConnell 
College, Cleveland, GA. Her 
work has been exhibited in 
fine art galleries throughout 
the Southeastern United 
States, including Abstein 
Gallery, Bobbie Gillis 
Gallery & Watson Gallery 
of Atlanta, GA, and Monty 
Stabler Galleries of Birming-
ham, AL. Her paintings were 
included in Southern Liv-
ing’s Idea House magazine 
feature article on Chateau 
Élan Winery & Resort. Many 
of her paintings have made 
their way into private and corporate collections over the years, some of which include Dekalb Medical Center, 
The American Cancer Society, University of North Georgia, Dahlonega, GA, and the Norrell Corporation. 
To see more of her work, visit Judybynumgeorge.com.

   Ann Alexander 

is a Gainesville-based artist who graduated 
from Dawson County High School and
then attended North Georgia College and State 
University in Dahlonega, where she graduat-
ed with honors. She began her studies at the 
Renaissance II Studio with artist Mary Lydia 
Banks McCrary, starting with the basics, draw-
ing, watercolors and oils. She learned from the 
ground up how to grind her own paints and 
how to stretch her own canvases. It was here 
where she found her passion. 
Ann has received numerous local, regional, 
state and national art awards, which includes the Best of Show and Second Place awards at the National 
League of American Pen Women, Members Invitational Art Show at Ansley Golf Club in Atlanta.
To see more of her work, please visit www.watsongallery.net/AnnAlexanderPage.html

  Jeff Repko 

heads the sculpture department at the University of North Georgia 
at the Gainesville Campus. He was born and raised in Pittsburgh, 
PA where he began his artistic practice. He received his BFA 
with a focus on sculpture from The Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity, along with a B.S. in Art Education. Afterwards, he moved to 
Madison, WI to receive his MFA in sculpture from the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison. After graduation he taught adjunct courses 
at Carthage College in Kenosha WI, before joining the UNG com-
munity in Fall of 2019 as an assistant professor of sculpture. 
To see more of his work: www.jeffrepko.com This is Jeff Repko’s sculpture prior to 

installation on the Melrose campus.



   

   

artist
 Diane Donaldson Speight 

is a collage artist who creates dimensional work using found 
materials. Her images often center on themes surrounding 
family ties and memory. Diane’s work has appeared in Aqua 
Art - Miami, Callanwolde Fine Arts Center in Atlanta, ArtFields 
and City Gallery of Charleston. In addition, she was named 
best emerging artist at the Gasparilla Fine Arts Festival in 
Tampa, Florida in 2016. An Atlanta native, Diane lives in 
Winder, Georgia with her husband, Ron. She holds an MFA 
in graphic design from Georgia State University.
To see more of her work, visit www.dianespeight.com 

artist

artist
  Nancy Barbosa

merges the appreciation for nature and blend-
ing of flora from back in the jungles of Colom-
bia, her home country, to her home today in 
Hall County, where she marvels at the colors 
and trees that are new to her, especially in fall.
A professional artist who studied art in Co-
lombia, she has showcased her work in group 
exhibits hosted by the Colombian consulate 
in Sandy Springs, as well as for the Georgia 
Museum of Art and the Atlanta-Fulton Public 
Library System.
Today, she is helping establish a Latino Arts 
Coalition with support from Hispanic Alliance 
GA, a nonprofit based in Gainesville.
To view more of her work, visit instagram.com/
nancybarbosah

artist
   Frank Norton, Jr.

studied color graphics and de-
sign in high school and college 
but his artistic talents lay dor-
mant for almost 20 years. 
Only after taking up the mark-
ers to decorate his children’s 
brown paper lunch bags, did the 
feathered friends that he creates 
emerge. Norton explores his 
latin heritage, mountains, 
seashore and lake shoreline 
for inspiration. Part folk art, part 
cartoon, part modern art, Nor-
ton calls these simple portraits 
“Chick’ in Scratches.”
His artwork can be found in 
more than a dozen select galler-
ies and centers, including Ann 
Jacobs Gallery in Buckhead and 
Highlands, N.C. and the River 
Gallery in Chattanooga, Tenn.
To see more of his work, visit 
www.franknortonart.com

    Jim Chapman

holds an MFA in studio art from Georgia State University 
and a BFA from University of Georgia. He has taught art and 
design at Brenau University, University of North Georgia, 
Georgia State University and the University of Georgia’s 
Studies Abroad Program in Cortona, Italy. He recently taught 
urban sketching at the Kulture Schopkaufer in Berlin.
Jim’s work has been featured in International Artist maga-
zine, The Artist’s Magazine and Watercolor Magic. 
Jim has been Special Projects Coordinator at Gainesvllle 
Housing Authority since 2012. His painting celebrates the life 
of Green Hunter (1853-1941), a Gainesville visionary.
To see more of his work, visit: www.jimchapmanarts.com



   

 

  

 

Realism depicts the world 
much as it appears. It can 
look sometimes resemble a 
photograph, and the subject 
matter is very clear.

The K-12 student challenge!
Representational Art
(Realistic Art)

Abstract Art
(Expressionistic Art)

Non-Representational 
Art (Non-Objective Art)

Folk art is 
fanciful, yet the 
picture is usually 
still somewhat 
recognizable.The 
artist’s style is 
often more 
noticeable than 
the subject matter 
of the artwork. 

Abstract/
expressionistic art 
often begins with 
something of the real 
world and ‘pushes’ it 
into a more stylized 
expression. Can you 
spot the man’s head 
in the painting shown 
above?

Non-Representational art 
may be unclear as far as 
its subject matter, but the 
movement, shapes and 
colors can join to form an 
alternative view of reality 
as rearranged or invented 
by the artist. Viewers are 
challenged to form their 
own opinions as to the 
meaning.

Try one or all of the these challenges:
Challenge 1: Walk through the center and guess which type of art each piece is, 
based on the categories listed above. 

Challenge 2: Decide what each work intends to do or say. 

Challenge 3: Choose your favorite artwork in the center and explain to someone 
else why you chose this work as your favorite.

Folk Art
(Outsider Art)

During the gallery visit, students can take a challenge for fun! 

What is art? What kinds of art are there? Generally speaking, visual arts fall into one of these caterories:

artist
  Ebony Glenn

Ebony Glenn is an Atlanta based illustrator who en-
joys bringing stories to life with whimsical imagery. A 
passion for the arts, great storytelling, and advocat-
ing for more diverse narratives in children’s books, 
she aims to create illustrations that will foster a love 
of reading in young readers. She also loves to create 
joyful and heartwarming crafts to satisfy her endless 
need to always make new things.  

When Ebony is not giving in to her creative itch of 
art-making, you may find her lost in the pages of a 
good book, learning some new hula-hooping tricks, 
or going on an adventure with her pups.

Ebony is also a member of SCBWI, and the proud 
recipient of the 2018 Wonders of Childhood Focus 
Fellowship given by AIR Serenbe, a nonprofit artist 
residency program of the Serenbe Institute.

To view more of her work, 
visit ihttp://www.ebonyglenn.com/

  Kim Anderson

artist

Kim Anderson’s work often incorporates recycled items 
that he collects to reassemble into something new to 
tell a story. In this work, he collected keys from Melrose 
Apartments that were turned in as residents moved out 
of the housing complex during the 2020 construction 
phase. 
Each key represents the life of a family or individual and 
has a unique history. Together these keys make up a 
record of the community. The keys also invite the viewer 
to engage: how many times did each key open a door? 
Imagine how many interesting stories could be told if 
only these keys could talk.
Having known and worked with these residents for 
years, Kim brought a personal touch to the work.
He also carves wood and works with numerous mate-
rials to tell his stories. Kim is the Facilities Manager at 
Gainesville Housing Authority.



To learn more about the 

Public Arts in Public/Affordable Housing (PAPAH): 

:

www.gainesvillehousing.org/PAPAH

To learn more about the VISION 2030 Public Arts:


